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AFRL and Raytheon Company sign joint agreement

by Rich Garcia, Directed Energy Directorate

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, N.M. —A joint research agree-
ment was signed the week of June 10, by the Air Force Re-
search Laboratory’ s Directed Energy Directorate and Raytheon
Missile Systems of Tucson, Ariz.

The 24-month collaboration, under a CRADA (Cooperative
Research and Development Agreement), will pool the
directorate’ s expertise in high-energy lasers and Raytheon’s
experience with missile technologies.

Specifically, the CRADA will focus on waysthat high-power

lasers can be used to defeat various weapon systems. Theend
product is expected to be a detailed analysis of those findings
aswell asinformation on the suitability of using lasers aboard
different tactical platforms.

Both organi zations expect to benefit from the agreement and
sharing of information. The Air Force will learn more about
missile operating systemsand potential |aser-carrying platforms,
while Raytheon will receive detailed knowledge of lasers and
beam-control technologies. @



